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Answer only TWO (2) of the THREE (3) following questions. 


Answer each question in a separate book, clearly stating which question you are 
answering. 


QUESTION 1 


Albert Bromberger (AB) is a highly respected nuclear physicist at Hydrogen Maniacs Pty 
Limited (HMPL) — a well-known nuclear physics laboratory. Under his support and guidance, 
the lab had been particularly successful in attracting research grants and government 
contracts. His five-year contract with HMPL was due to expire on 30 June 2019. In late 
February 2019 he was ‘sounded out’ by headhunters for the chief nuclear physicist’s position 
at a rival lab. Taking this job would require AB to relocate his family interstate, his wife needing 
to find a new job and his children changing schools. 


On 1 March 2019, AB approached Karl Weinstein (KW), the chief nuclear physicist at HMPL 
and told him about the discussions he had held with the headhunters. AB said: 


‘It’s a good offer, Mr. Weinstein. But I'd rather avoid the disruption for the wife and kids 
and stay here.’ 


KW replied: 


‘Albert, you are an important part of this team. You’ve played a big part in our recent 
success and we're keen to keep that going.’ 


KW formed the impression from this that HMPL intended to extend his contract for the next 
five years. He said that that was ‘great’ and immediately telephoned the headhunters and 
knocked back their proposal. He then returned to work with HMPL and did not raise the matter 
again. 


On 25 June 2019, KW took AB aside and told him that, because of a ‘slight liquidity’ problem, 
HMPL was retrenching large numbers of staff and HMPL was forced to ‘let him go’. 


AB looked unsuccessfully for work in a depressed market for nuclear physicists until he finally 
found a position at a university, but at a fraction of the salary he was earning in private practice. 


However, his wife still has the same job and his children still go to the same school. 


Advise AB fully whether he has any claim against HMPL. 
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QUESTION 2 


Fui Fui Toi Toi (FFTT) is a highly paid rugby league player. He played in the NRL for a 
number of clubs but in each case left under a cloud, almost always in circumstances 
involving the discovery of FFTT being involved in a sexual encounter with a team mate's wife 
or girlfriend. Soon, no senior club was interested in hiring him, regardless of his talent. 


FFTT disappeared from public sight for many years. 


A world-weary FFTT was finally recognised living in a Franciscan monastery in the tiny town 
of Pelltown by Bonking Bananas (BB), the manager/coach of the local rugby league team, 
the Pelltown Plunderers. After a few ales reminiscing in the local pub, BB talked FFTT into 
playing for the Plunderers. However, BB remembered FFTT’s reputation as a womaniser 
and said: 


‘Mind you, you'll have to give up chasing the girls or the boys will kill you.’ 
FFTT smiled and said: 
‘Don't worry. I've learnt my lesson. I'll behave.’ 


The following day, FFTT turned up at the clubhouse and signed a contract to play for the 
Pelltown Plunderers for two seasons for $10,000 per season. He then met his new 
teammates, including the team captain Larry Lascivious (LL). 


After the team meeting, LL, who is also the owner of the local pub, told FFTT 


‘I've always been a fan of yours. I'll even throw in a slab of beer for each match you 
play that we win and a keg if you help us to win the final.’ 


FFTT showed that he had lost none of his skill and lifted the Plunderers to be undefeated 
through the first round of matches. On each Monday following the weekend's game, FFTT 
turned up at LL's pub and took delivery of a slab of beer. After two more wins in the second 
round, however, FFTT was discovered celebrating in a compromising position on the 
clubhouse pool table with Paris Wilton (PW), who is LL's wife and BB’s daughter. BB told 
him: 


‘You dingo — you've got 24 hours to get out of town and never come back or I'll set 
my dogs on you.’ 


On his way out of town, FFTT stopped by the pub to pick up his slab for both that week's and 
the previous week's win (which he had not yet collected). He also thought that he should be 
given a keg, since he had helped the Plunderers into a position where they were assured of 
making the final. LL chased him down the road with a shotgun without giving him anything. 


Advise FFTT whether he has any remedy against either the Plunderers or Larry. Assume the 
contract with the Plunderers makes no reference to FFTT's off-field behaviour. 
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QUESTION 3 


Colewools Pty Ltd (CPL) is an Australian company that operates a chain of supermarkets in 
a number of Pacific Islands including the tiny country of Bafuna. CPL obtains its supplies by 
chartering cargo ships to transport goods from Australia. On 1 June, CPL entered into a 
contract with Palmer Shipping Lines Ltd (PSL) to charter the cargo ship Fatty Clive for a 
period of 24 months to carry cargo to the various countries in which it has an interest. The 
contract provides for the payment of $20,000 hire per month for the duration of the contract. 


The Bafuna Government also chartered a vessel from PSL. On 1 July, it hired the carrier 
Thin Clive for a period of six months to carry oil supplies to the island. The hire rate for the 
Thin Clive was $15,000 per month. 


On 1 August, a rebellion erupted on Bafuna. Insurgents closed the country’s port and 
prevented all ships from leaving under threat of attack. At the time, both Fatty Clive (which 
still had on board goods destined for CPL’s stores in other ports) and Thin Clive were 
trapped in the port. On 31 August the CEO of CPL contacted PSL and said: 


‘On our best information, the situation in Bafuna is hopelessly stalemated. The rebels 
are well entrenched and the government can do nothing to budge them. We think the 
charter is off. We’re looking for another ship to supply our other ports.’ 


On 1 September, Bafuna security forces unexpectedly launched a concerted offensive 
against the rebels, which successfully crushed the insurgency and opened the port again. 
However, in the course of fierce fighting, the Thin Clive was struck by numerous rocket- 
propelled grenades fired by the rebels, exploded and sank. 


As at 1 August, CPL was up to date with its monthly payments for the Fatty Clive, but the 
Bafuna Government was one month behind in its payments for the Thin Clive. 


Advise PSL. 
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